getting radical
in the south

September 22-23, 2017
University of Texas School of Law
GRITS is a student-run public interest law conference that focuses on the
difficulties and constraints inherent to social justice work in the South--as
well as the unique strategies that legal practitioners and other public interest workers have developed to meet those needs.
The conference emphasizes innovative, progressive, and even radical approaches to building community among students, practitioners, and activists in the South in order to bring about social change. We want this conference to provide an opportunity for law students, lawyers, and activists
to build coalitions, share strategies, and develop new approaches for the
future. We want to highlight the incredible work that is already being done
and connect people doing that work with one another.
We are thrilled that you are here. Thank you for joining us.
GRITS 2017 Directors
Chloe McGrath-Wright
Delanah Colbert
Eva Sikes
Joshua Brody
Logan Wexler
Louis Bedford
Marcus Martinez
Morgan Shelburne
Stephanie Agu
Stephanie Lascano
Taylor Loynd
Taylor Schmitt
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Bathrooms

• The closest bathroom to the Francis Auditorium is across from the Tom Clark
Lounge.
• The closest bathroom to the breakout rooms is in the CCJ building OR next to the 1L
classrooms.
• There is a gender-neutral bathroom near the entrance to Townes Hall. All bathrooms
should be gender neutral and labeled accordingly. If not, please let us know and
we’ll get signs up!

Parking

• The San Jacinto parking garage is the closest option, or people can park in front of
the law school on Dean Keeton.
• Street parking is limited, and be mindful about the appropriate time limitations.

Schedule

• You can find the conference schedule on the first page of the printed program or online on our website www.gritsconference.org.

When is lunch/breakfast/snacks each day?

• On Friday, please stop by our welcome reception from 12:30 - 1:30 pm for light
snacks before the conference begins.
• On Friday, we invite you to join us for drink specials at the Hole in the Wall bar on
Guadalupe street after the conclusion of the keynote address.
• On Saturday, we will be providing breakfast from 8-9am, lunch from 12:00pm, and
cookies and coffee in the afternoon before the keynote.
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conference schedule
friday, september 22
12:30 - 1:30		

registration & refreshments

1:30 - 2:30		

plenary panel: framing GRITS

2:40 - 3:40 		

revisionist 1L year

3:50 - 4:50 		

women’s economic security issues

5:00 - 6:00 		

keynote address

6:15 onwards		

happy hour - hole in the wall, 2538 guadalupe st

saturday, september 23
8:30 - 9:15

breakfast

9:20 - 10:35		

radical defenses against the prison-industrial complex

10:45 - 12:00 		

economic solidarity

12:00 - 1:00		

lunch - gavel gap

1:10 - 2:15		

break-out workshops

2:20 - 3:35 		

immigration & border militarization

3:35 - 3:50		

cookie break

3:50 - 5:05

healthcare access for vulnerable populations

5:15 onwards		

happy hour send off - spiderhouse ballroom, 2908 fruth st
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Panels & Breakout Sessions
Plenary Panel: Framing GRITS (Francis Auditorium)
Often, progressives in legal and policy work struggle with incorporating
their politics into a profession that requires compromise by necessity. Our
panelists will discuss how progressives can bring their ideology and philosophy to their legal and policy work, and thrive. Our speakers believe it
is possible to be radical and pragmatic.
• Neesha Dave (Chief of Staff for District 4, Austin City Council; The Lilith
Fund)
• Stephanie Gharakhanian (Workers Defense Project)
• Blake Strode (Arch City Defenders)
Revisionist 1L - Choose One
Our speakers will discuss topics from three core courses of the 1L curriculum: Constitutional Law, Contracts, and Criminal Law. The Constitutional
Law panel will discuss the unintended consequences of litigating for social justice, using capital punishment as a case study. The Contracts panel will focus on the adverse impact contract law can have on disempowered populations and areas of consumer protection which can be used to
fight back. The Criminal Law panel will be an overview on what our speaker wish she learned in her 1L class and will include lessons learned as a
public defender.
• Rhiannon Hamam (Texas RioGrande Legal Aid) - Criminal Law
• Carla Sanchez-Adams (Texas RioGrande Legal Aid) - Contracts
• Jordan Steiker (University of Texas - Austin) - Constitutinal Law
Women’s Economic Security Issues (Francis Auditorium)
Every day 15 million women go to work for $10.50 an hour or less and
fight to support themselves and their families in the face of sexual harassment, erratic work schedules, and bosses refusing to respect their reproductive health decisions, accommodate their pregnancy-related medical
needs, or offer paid leave. In the Trump era, many of these destructive
forces have been emboldened and critical tools for protecting women
workers’ economic security—unions and the Affordable Care Act—are under attack. This panel addresses those issues.
•
•
•
•

Tyfani Faulkner (OUR Walmart)
Kelli Garcia (National Women’s Law Center)
Pamelya Herdon (Southwest Women’s Law Center)
Kathryn Youker (Texas RioGrande Legal Aid)
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Radical Defenses Against the Prison-Industrial Complex
(Francis Auditorium)
The Radical Defenses Against the Prison-Industrial Complex panel will explore how advocates and activists use their abilities to resist the criminal
justice system of the 21st century. The panel includes public defenders,
community organizers, and policy experts who engage with the prison-industrial complex at various points: police encounters, the trial phase, incarceration, and reentry. Special thanks to the Law Office of Paul Quinzi,
PLLC for being a contributing supporter of this panel.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tahir Duckett (Law4BlackLives)
Rhiannon Hamam (Texas RioGrande Legal Aid)
Ruth Hamilton (Still She Rises)
Fatima Mann (CounterBalance ATX)
Jorge Renaud (Grassroots Leadership)
Blake Strode (Arch City Defenders)

Economic Solidarity Panel (Francis Auditorium)
The Solidarity Economy describes a system where people seek to maximize social welfare over individual profit. Accordingly, the Economic Solidarity Panel will explore alternative economic systems and the role of
community organizing in putting people over profit. The panel will feature
perspectives from organizers, researchers and academics, and non-profit
lawyers on cooperative work systems and other economic structures.
•
•
•
•
•

Dana Curtis (US Federation of Worker Cooperatives)
Mark Kaswan (Universtiy of Texas - Rio Grande Valley)
Frances Leos Martinez (University of Texas - Austin)
Ahn-Thu Nguyen (Democracy at Work Institute)
Dwight Watson (Texas State University)

Breakout Session - Choose One
Learn more about how you can undo your implicit biases or how victim-centered approaches to justice serve a restorative function.
• Implicit Bias with Dr. Rene Salazar of Dell Medical School
• Restorative Justice with Dr. Marilyn Armour of the Institute
for Restorative Justice
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Immigration & Border Militarization (Francis Auditorium)
The Immigration and Border Millitarization panel will examine strategies
for deportation defense and the role of grassroots organizing efforts. The
panel will feature lawyers and activists who work closely with immigrant
communities and can share their experiences, both in the United States
and abroad. .
•
•
•
•
•

Stephanie Gharakhanian (Workers Defense Project)
Barbara Hines (University of Texas - Austin)
Karla Perez (United We Dream)
Pastor Jim Rigby (St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church)
Rebekah Wolf (New Mexico Immigrant Law Center)

Healthcare Access for Vulnerable Populations (Francis Auditorium)
The Healthcare Access for Vulnerable Populations panel will bring together lawyers, organizers, and community leaders whose work expands
healthcare access for those most marginalized in mainstream conversations around health. Topics of discussion will include reproductive justice, medical-legal partnerships, and the proactive strategies the panelists use to increase access to healthcare for people of color and people
living in poverty.
•
•
•
•
•

Schell Carpenter (Lilith Fund)
Beyonka Cook (Afiya Center)
Ashley Diamond (Civil Rights Activist)
Kelli Garcia (National Women’s Law Center)
Keegan Warren-Clem (People’s Community Clinic of Austin)
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James King, Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia
GRITS 2017 Keynote Speaker
James King is a Staff Attorney with the Public Defender
Service for the District of Columbia in the Trial Division.
James graduated from Central Michigan University.
While there, he spearheaded the fight for the university
to acknowledge Martin Luther King Day by cancelling
classes in honor of the day. After a long fought battle the
university agreed to dismiss school, and has done so
since the resolution was passed in 2004. Jamesbriefly
played professional football after graduation. After being
falsely accused and convicted of a crime, his passion
transferred from athletics to the law. In the fall of 2009, he
began law school at the David A. Clark School of Law.
While in law school, James worked in the Community Development, Immigration, and Human Rights clinics. He also spent time in Biloxi, Mississippi to work
with victims of Hurricane Katrina and the BP Oil spill. James also worked with the
Washington Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs, as a volunteer with the D.C. Prisoners’ Project. He was awarded several accolades, some
of which include the Mason Civil Rights Scholarship Award for Extensive Community Service, the Judge Pryor Award for his excellence in criminal justice, and the
David Niblak Scholarship Award for his commitment to criminal defense and the
Dean’s Cup for outstanding service. His academic efforts enabled him to obtain
the Dean’s Fellow Scholarship and join the UDC Law Review.
As a Staff Attorney with the Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia,
James represents adults and juveniles charged as adults at the District of Columbia Superior Court and in front of the United States Parole Commission. He has
also represented juveniles in revocation hearings in front of the Department of
Youth Rehabilitation Services and disciplinary hearings inside of the Youth Services Center. When he is not in court, James is an Adjunct Professor at the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law and serves on the
board of two non profit organizations.
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Gavel Gap with
the Honorable Aurora Martinez-Jones
This session topic focuses on troubling differences between the race and gender composition of the
courts and the communities they serve. Special thank
you to the American Constitution Society and the Center for Women in Law for being contributing supporters of this session.
Aurora is the daughter of immigrants, her father from
Mexico and her mother from Jamaica. As a first generation American, she was
born and raised in Texas. She grew up in La Porte, a suburb of Houston and attended college at The University of Texas at Austin where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Government and a minor in Spanish. She then attended
law school at The University of Texas School of Law and upon receiving her law
license, she started her own law firm, The Martinez Jones Law Firm, PLLC. As an
attorney, Aurora practiced primarily in child welfare law, personal injury, probate,
real estate, family law, and civil litigation. Aurora is a Child Welfare Law Specialist, Certified by the National Association of Counsel for Children and has extensive experience working with parents suffering from drug and alcohol addiction.

Aurora Martinez Jones is an appointed Associate Judge in Travis County for the
Civil District Courts and was sworn in on January 2, 2015. Currently, her judicial
position is dedicated to the child welfare dockets in Travis County including the
Family Drug Treatment Court and Permanent Managing Conservatorship docket,
reviewing all Travis County cases with foster children in the permanent care of
CPS.
Aurora is currently on the Children’s Justice Act Task Force, a Board Member for
the Travis County Women Lawyers Foundation, a Board Member for the Girls Empowerment Network (GEN) Austin, is the past President of the Austin Black Lawyers Association and is the former Chair of the Court Appointed Family Advocates
(CAFA), a Section of the Austin Bar Association. Aurora is active in both the local
Austin Bar Association and Texas State Bar through her service on various committees and her former role on the Board of Directors for the Texas Young Lawyers Association. She is also a Texas Bar Foundation Fellow and a member of the
Robert W. Calvert American Inn of Court.
Aurora and her husband, Mitchell, have been married for 10 years and are the
proud parents of two precious little girls.
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Featured Panelists & Speakers
Plenary Panel: Framing GRITS
Neesha Davé, President, Lilith Fund; Chief of Staff,
Austin City Councilman Gregorio Casar
Neesha Davé graduated from The University of
Texas at Austin in 2004 with a Bachelor’s degree
in Asian American Studies and Government. She’s
worked in progressive politics since 2003 -- in the
state legislature, on Democratic campaigns, and currently serves as Chief
of Staff for Austin City Council Member Greg Casar. Neesha also serves
as President and Board Member of the Lilith Fund, a Texas abortion fund.
Neesha has been instrumental in the passage of progressive public policy
at the Legislature and at the City, including a statewide workplace protection law for breastfeeding mothers who work for public employers and in
making Austin the first city in the American south with a “Fair Chance Hiring” policy for private employers. She and her partner live in Austin with
their twin five-year-old children.
Blake Strode, ArchCity Defenders
Blake Strode is a Skadden Fellow and Staff Attorney at
ArchCity Defenders, a non-profit civil rights law firm providing holistic legal advocacy and combating the criminalization of poverty and state violence against poor
people and people of color. ACD uses direct services,
impact litigation, and policy and media advocacy as its
primary tools to promote justice, protect civil and human
rights, and bring about systemic change. ACD works closely with local organizers and activists in support of their intersectional work and has been
very active in protest representation as well as litigation around issues of
debtors’ prison, police misconduct and unconstitutional court practices.
Blake is a native of the St. Louis region and an alumnus of the University of Arkansas (BSBA, BA ’09) and Harvard Law School (JD ’15). He is a
co-author of “Debtors’ Prison in 21st-Century America,” which appeared in
The Atlantic in February of 2016.
The biographical information of those panelists speaking on more than one panel were included only once in the
program. Additionally, although panelists were listed alphabetically beneath their respective programs, variations in
biographical information and headshots necessitated that alphabetical order be abandoned in the following sections.
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Stephanie Gharakhanian, Workers’ Defense Project
Stephanie is a graduate of the University of Notre Dame
and Northeastern University School of Law. She is Special Counsel at Workers Defense Project, a community-based organization that fights for fair employment for
Texas workers, specifically construction workers, and
their families. In her work with WDP, Stephanie provides
direct representation to WDP members who take legal action against their
employers. She also supports WDP’s policy and organizing campaigns and
serves as a general counsel to the organization. Passionate about the intersection between legal advocacy and community organizing, Stephanie worked
with workers’ centers and workers’ rights organizations in El Paso, Boston, New
Orleans, and Mexico City as a law student.
Dr. Jordan M. Steiker, University of Texas School of Law
Professor Steiker joined the faculty in 1990 after serving as a
law clerk to Justice Thurgood Marshall of the United States
Supreme Court. He teaches constitutional law, criminal law,
and death penalty law, and is Co-Director of the law school’s
Capital Punishment Center. He was a visiting professor at the
Harvard Law School and has written extensively on constitutional law, federal habeas corpus, and the death penalty.
Rhiannon Hamam, TRLA Starr County Public Defender
Rhiannon Hamam is a Dallas native and a Cowboys fan.
She graduated from Southern Methodist University in 2010,
where she majored in political science and French. After
college, Rhiannon joined Teach for America and taught
reading and writing to fifth and sixth graders in the Oak Cliff
neighborhood in Dallas. Before law school, she worked at
a shelter for survivors of intimate partner violence, and in
Denver’s public hospital system conducting outreach with
immigrant and refugee communities. Rhiannon graduated from the University
of Texas School of Law in 2016, and moved to the Rio Grande Valley, where
she is a public defender with Texas RioGrande Legal Aid. She enjoys discussions on prison abolition and racial and economic justice, activism in support
of the liberation of Palestine, and nail art.
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Carla Sanchez-Adams, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid
Carla Sanchez-Adams is a managing attorney with Texas
RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc. (TRLA). She assists low-income
Texans on issues related to debt collection, credit reporting,
autofraud, debt management and other consumer related
disputes. She leads a team of advocates who utilize a holistic approach to achieving economic security for survivors of
family violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking. This
advocacy includes litigation when consumer rights have
been violated, representation and assistance with federal tax
liability, financial empowerment, and cross-training and collaboration with
other attorneys within TRLA and its partner organizations that may be assisting survivors on related legal matters. Carla has spoken at several national
conferences on the topics of credit reporting, debt collection, and coerced
debt. Carla received her undergraduate degree in politics and economics
from New York University and her law degree from the University Of Texas
School Of Law.
Women’s Economic Security
Kelli Garcia, National Women’s Law Center
Kelli Garcia is Director of Reproductive Justice Initiatives and Senior Counsel at the National Women’s
Law Center. She works on a range of issues to advance reproductive justice and ensure that all people are able to make decisions about their bodies,
health, sexuality, and families with dignity and autonomy. Prior to joining the Center, Dr. Garcia was a law
fellow at the O’Neill Institute for National and Global
Health Law, where she worked on scholarship related to global health and
human rights and health care reform. Dr. Garcia was also an Oscar M. Ruebhausen Fellow at Yale Law School and previously worked at the Center
where she began as a fellow and was promoted to counsel. Dr. Garcia is
a graduate of Princeton University and Yale Law School. She also holds a
Ph.D. in social psychology from the University of California, Los Angeles.
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Tyfani Faulkner, OUR Walmart
Tyfani Faulkner worked for five years at Walmart in Sacramento, CA. After connecting with OUR Walmart online, Tyfani joined and became a national leader, working to support her co-workers across the country to
make immediate improvements in their work lives and
work for transformational change. Walmart fired Tyfani
in 2015 but that didn’t stop her from continuing to organize with her former coworkers to fight for change. Currently, Tyfani is helping to develop and implement a new digital platform, WorkIt, that provides
AI assisted peer workplace support to people working at Walmart across
the country.
Pamelya Herndon, Southwest Women’s Law Center
Pamelya Herndon currently serves as Executive Director
of the Southwest Women’s Law Center, the only policy and
advocacy law center in the Southwest that focuses on advancing opportunities for women and girls in New Mexico.
Pamelya is a former General Counsel and Deputy Cabinet
Secretary in New Mexico state government, a former senior
trial attorney with the Internal Revenue Service, and is one
of New Mexico’s delegates to Vision 2020, the organization that is working to achieve economic and social equality for women by
2020.
Pamelya was selected as a 2015 Woman of Influence by New Mexico
Business First and as the 2014 Attorney of the Year by the Albuquerque
Bar Association. In 2012, Pamelya was named as the Public Lawyer of the
Year. She serves as the Secretary of the Board of Directors of U.S. Eagle
Federal Credit Union, as a member of the Gold Award Committee for the
Girls Scouts, New Mexico Trails, and as the 1st Vice President of the Albuquerque Chapter of the NAACP. In 2017 Pamelya received the Priceless
Award from Steelbridge for her priceless work and service on behalf of
women and girls in New Mexico. Pamelya is a graduate of the University of
Texas School of Law. She is licensed to practice law in the states of New
Mexico and Colorado, and she is licensed as a Certified Public Accountant
in Texas.
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Kathryn Youker, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid
Kathryn Youker, of Brownsville, Texas, is the Group Coordinator of the Labor and Employment Group at Texas RioGrande
Legal Aid (TRLA). She joined TRLA after graduating in 2002
from the University of Houston Law Center and has worked
since that time advocating for low-wage workers on the Texas-Mexico border, including representation in individual
and collective actions for the enforcement of workers’ rights
and collaboration with community partners to expand public
knowledge about workers’ issues.
Radical Defenses Against the Prison-Industrial
Complex
Fatima Mann, CounterBalance ATX
Fatima holds a Bachelor of Arts in History and Political
Science, with a minor in Africana Studies, from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. She has served
as an AmeriCorps VISTA member in Wilmington, North
Carolina, and Austin, Texas. In February 2014, Fatima co-founded the Austin Justice Coalition (AJC) and
remained at that organization until September 2016. While at AJC, she was
one of the main facilitators of the July 2015 Sandra Bland vigil; co-facilitated
a SXSW panel; planned and executed marches, vigils, events, and other programs; and contributed to the Austin Police Department’s body-worn camera
policy. She has spoken at various demonstrations regarding social justice issues, and she has participated in numerous panels, community forums, and
conferences. Fatima’s work with AJC opened her eyes to the lack of time,
energy, and attention given to self-identifying women in regard to police brutality, healthcare, and policy change. Recently, Fatima co-founded Counter
Balance: ATX to better address those issues. In recognition of her work, she
was nominated for the 40 Under 40 Award in Austin, Texas.
Fatima is currently a second-year law student at Southern University Law
Center in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and she works with TCJC’s policy team
through the Texas Legislative Internship Program. She hopes to act as a
bridge between the community and the legal system, and she wants to utilize
the skills she has learned to make a difference within the community.
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Tahir Duckett, Law4BlackLives - DC
Tahir Anderson Duckett is the Executive Director of ReThink, a DC-based non-profit organization that engages
in sexual violence prevention by building a culture of consent, empathy, and healthy masculinity among adolescent
boys. He also sits on the Executive Board of LawForBlackLives-DC, a legal and policy collective that provides support to the Movement for Black Lives in the DC metropolitan area. He is a fellow for the Supreme Court Assistance
Project at Public Citizen. He graduated magna cum laude from Georgetown
University Law Center, where he was a Public Interest Law Scholar. Prior to
law school, he directed the AFL-CIO’s efforts to engage and develop young
workers and spent six years as the Deputy National Field Director at Working
America, where he helped manage a program that mobilized millions of workers.

Ruth Hamilton, Still She Rises
Ruth is the Legal Director of Still She Rises. Ruth received
her law degree from Harvard Law School where she was
co-chair of the Tenant Advocacy Project, an organization
dedicated to representing low-income tenants facing eviction. Ruth received a pro bono service award for dedicating over 1000 hours in law school to free legal representation. During law school, she was also a student attorney in
the Criminal Justice Institute and participated in the International Human Rights clinic. Ruth spent her 2L summer at the Neighborhood
Justice Center, a nonprofit public defense organization in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Before law school, Ruth spent time in Guatemala where she met with women’s groups to discuss subjects such as reproductive health. Ruth graduated
magna cum laude from Beloit College in Beloit, Wisconsin. She spent a semester in college working at the Winnebago County Public Defender’s Office
and a semester at the Federal Defender of Rockford, Illinois. Ruth is proficient
in Spanish. Prior to joining Still She Rises, Tulsa, Ruth was a criminal defense
attorney at The Bronx Defenders.
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Jorge Renaud, Grassroots Leadership
Jorge Renaud spent 27 years in Texas cages
for robbery. He has an MSSW from the University of Texas School of Social Work, has been
a policy analyst with the Texas Criminal Justice
Coalition and a national organizer with the Center for Community Change. He has published
poetry and political essays in dozens of publications, including the Texas Observer, Quartz, The
Threepenny Review, and The Americas Review.
He believes in a country where the option to consign individuals to cages is
replaced by compassion and reformation. Until then, change must be led by
those directly involved, not by theoreticians and politicians.
Economic Solidarity
Dana Curtis, US Federation of Worker Cooperatives
Dana Curtis is a native Texan. She attended the University of
Texas at Dallas where she studied Literature and Philosophy
before attending graduate school at Texas Woman’s University. She left academia to join the labor movement as a union
organizer. As a founding member of the Workers’ Assembly
at Black Star Co-op Pub and Brewery, Dana oversaw the
membership and investment campaign which made the Co-op a reality. She
currently serves as the Board President of the US Federation of Worker Cooperatives and the Treasurer of Shared Capital Cooperative. Additionally, she
is a worker-owner at Key Figures, an accounting and business services firm
in Austin. She has committed her life to social justice and strongly believes in
the transformative power of the cooperatives.
Dwight Watson, Texas State University
Dwight D. Watson is an Associate Professor of History at
Texas State University. He received his Ph.D from the University of Houston, and his specializations include African
American History and the Civil Rights Movement. He is interested in how race and law impact United State History.
Dr. Watson is the Special Assistant to the President for Minority Affairs and Founder of the Neighborhood Mentoring
Program for Minority Students at Texas State.
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Frances Leos Martinez, University of Texas - Austin
Frances Leos Martinez is a Clinical Professor at Texas Law, teaching in the Entrepreneurship and Community Development Clinic, which she co-founded in
2006. Her areas of focus include nonprofit and social
enterprise, small business, homeownership preservation, and real property issues in extra urban communities. She is also a senior staff attorney at Texas
RioGrande Legal Aid (TRLA). Prior to that she served
as the Director of Texas Community-Building with Attorney Resources—a business law pro bono program
serving nonprofits engaged in community development. She also served
as the founding director of the St. Mary’s University Law School Community Development Clinic and as the Director of the Women’s Homeownership Program at McAuley Institute. She began her community development
practice as a Skadden Fellow in the TRLA Colonias Project, one of the first
community-economic development law practices on the Texas-Mexico
border.
Mark Kaswan, University of Texas - Rio Grande
Valley
Mark J. Kaswan is an associate professor of
political science at the University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley in Brownsville, Texas, where he
teaches US politics and political theory. He is
also J. Robert Beyster, Michael W. Huber, and
Kellogg Foundation Fellow at the Rutgers University School of Management and Labor Relations. His research focuses democratic theory,
political economics, and happiness, which come together in a research
program on the cooperative movement understood as a broad-based
movement for social change, particularly as a vehicle for promoting greater economic equality and a more democratic society. He has published
several articles and book chapters on the cooperative movement in general and worker cooperatives more specifically, including the chapter on US
Worker Cooperatives in the 2017 Oxford Handbook on Mutual, Co-operative, and Co-owned Business. His book, “Happiness, Democracy, and the
Cooperative Movement: The Radical Utilitarianism of William Thompson”
was published in 2014 by SUNY Press. He received his Ph.D. from UCLA
in 2010.
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Anh-Thu Nguyen, Democracy at Work Institute
Anh-Thu Nguyen is Director of Special Projects for the
Democracy at Work Institute, where she focuses on
sector specific strategies for cooperative development,
including leading an incubation of a transparent, ethical, and cooperative-led value chain within the textile
and fashion industries. Previously, she was Director at
We See Beauty Foundation, where she supported women-led, worker-owned initiatives. She has worked as an
attorney, researcher, and social entrepreneur at the intersections of international human rights, economic development, and social and economic justice. Born and raised in Tampa Bay, Florida, Anh-Thu studied Classics and
Government at Georgetown University and earned her JD at the University
of Texas School of Law.
Break-out Sessions
Dr. René Salazar, UT Austin, National Implicit Bias Network
René Salazar, M.D. is the Assistant Dean for Diversity and
Professor of Medical Education at the University of Texas
at Austin Dell Medical School. A native of the lower Rio
Grande Valley, Dr. Salazar graduated from the UT Austin
College of Pharmacy with Honors in 1993. He is a graduate of the University of Texas Health Science Center at
San Antonio School of Medicine and completed his internship and residency in internal medicine at the University
of California, San Francisco. After residency, Dr. Salazar completed a oneyear Latino Health Disparities research fellowship supported by the UCSF
Division of General Internal Medicine and Medical Effectiveness Research
Center for Diverse Populations. He was a faculty member in the Division of
General Internal Medicine at UCSF from 2003 until June 2016.
Dr. Salazar has over a decade of experience supporting diversity and promoting an inclusive climate. As the chair of the UCSF Department of Medicine’s Residency Diversity Committee and the director of diversity for the
Office of Graduate Medical Education, Dr. Salazar led efforts to recruit diverse residents and clinical fellows to UCSF. Dr. Salazar also helped develop a UCSF campus-wide unconscious bias educational initiative to increase
awareness and provide skills to address unconscious bias among UCSF
faculty, staff, students, and trainees. This initiative is now being implemented at Dell Medical School.
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Dr. Marilyn Armour, Institute for Restorative Justice
Marilyn Armour, Ph.D. LICSW, is a University Distinguished Teaching Professor at The University of
Texas at Austin, and the Director of The Institute
for Restorative Justice and Restorative Dialogue in
the Steve Hicks School of Social Work. As clinician,
teacher and researcher, Dr. Armour is the author of
numerous journal articles, book chapters and three
books: At Personal Risk: Boundary Violations in Professional-Client Relationships, Educating for Cultural Competence, and,
most recently, Restorative Justice Dialogue (with Mark Umbreit) which is
considered “the equivalent of a state-of-the-union address for restorative
justice.”
Her research focuses on family members of homicide victims including
domestic fatalities, meaning-making in survivorship, and the effectiveness
of restorative justice initiatives. She received the University of Texas 2013
research award for her ground-breaking study of the ultimate penal sanction comparing the post homicide experience of survivors in Texas (death
penalty) and Minnesota (Life Without the Possibility of Parole). As a restorative justice practitioner and scholar, Dr. Armour promotes building mindsets that embrace victim-centered restorative justice principles including
victim healing and the building of community through restorative solutions
to harm.
Radical Defenses Against the Prison-Industrial Complex
Rebekah Wolf, New Mexico Immigrant
Law Center, Albuquerque
Rebekah Wolf graduated from UC Hastings College of
the Law with a concentration in international and comparative law, and has a BA in History from New York University. Before attending law school, she was the executive
director of an international human rights organization in
the Middle East, and has worked as a high school teacher. She is particularly focused on asylum and refugee law, and is fluent in
Arabic. She is an Equal Justice Works Fellow. Her current project focuses
on increasing access to legal services for low-income immigrants in underserved and rural communities in New Mexico through strategic collaboration with community partners.
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Pastor Rigby, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Dr. Jim Rigby has been the pastor at St. Andrew’s for
over 25 years. He has a love of world religions and a
passion for social justice. His hope is that ministry can
help people discover the deeper aspects of their own
lives, to share life together with other seekers, and then
join together to be a catalyst for making the world happier and safer for the vulnerable ones of the world. Jim
co-founded Austin Clergy for Choice, a group of 72 ministers who spoke out for women’s reproductive freedom,
and has served as a board member of multiple reproductive justice and domestic violence organizations.
Barbara Hines, University of Texas School of Law
Barbara Hines is a former clinical professor and founder of the University of Texas Law School Immigration
Clinic. She directed and co-directed the immigration
clinic from 1999 to 2014. From 2014 to 2017, she was a
Senior Fellow at the Emerson Collective and worked on
local, state and national immigration issues. She is an
active member of the RAICES/CARA Karnes Pro Bono
Project that provides legal services to and advocacy
around the detention of mothers and children at the
Karnes Detention Center. She has been a Board member of the National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild since
1997. Professor Hines has practiced in the field of immigration law since
1975. She has received numerous teaching and professional awards including the 2015 National Women’s Political Caucus Women of Courage Award;
the 2015 Spirit of CHLSA award, Chicano/Hispanic Law Students Association (CHLSA), University of Texas School of Law; and the 2010 National
Lawyers Guild Carol King Award.
Professor Hines was a Fulbright scholar in Argentina in 1996 and 2004 and
continues to collaborate on immigration issues in Argentina. She has litigated many issues relating to the constitutional and statutory rights of immigrants in federal and immigration courts including the lawsuit leading to
the closure of the Hutto immigrant family detention center. She was involved
in the drafting and passage of in-state tuition legislation for undocumented
students in Texas.
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Karla Perez, United We Dream, UH Law Student
Karla Perez was born in Mexico City and immigrated
to Houston with her parents when she was two years
old. She is a third-year law student at the University of
Houston Law Center. Karla has worked on immigration issues as an undergrad and law student, both as a
leader in the Youth Empowerment Alliance at the University of Houston and during internships at the UHLC
Immigration Clinic, MALDEF, Tahirih Justice Center,
and Baker Ripley. Karla has coordinated two United We Dream Texas legislative campaigns, to protect tuition equity for undocumented students in
2015 and to fight back against anti-immigrant legislation in 2017. She is
passionate about providing compassionate legal assistance to immigrants
and proud to be a DACA beneficiary serving on the board of United We
Dream.
Health Care Access for Vulnerable Populations
Keegan Warren-Clem, People’s Community
Clinc of Austin
Keegan Warren-Clem, J.D., LL.M., is an attorney and
the founding legal champion of Austin Medical-Legal
Partnership (AMLP). Through AMLP she works collaboratively with healthcare providers to improve health outcomes through legal assistance for patients and legal
education for both patients and providers.
Keegan also challenges local pediatric residents to explore connections between health, poverty, and unmet
legal needs as part of the community pediatrics rotation. She frequently
speaks and writes on the Affordable Care Act, medical privacy, and public
health law. Complementing recent publications on public health law and
policy, Keegan’s current research is in empirical health law studies, focusing on data analytics and a novel adaptation of population health norms
for attorney use. She is admitted to practice in Texas and is a member of
the State Bar College, an honorary society of lawyers. Keegan earned her
LL.M. in Health Law and Policy as the inaugural Southern Illinois Healthcare/Southern Illinois University MLP LLM Fellow, her J.D. from The University of Texas, and her B.A. from the University of Arkansas.
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Beyonka Cook, Afiya Center
Beyonka Cook joined The Afiya Center in 2013 as a marketing intern. Offering a fresh voice and vision for today’s
millennials, Beyonka was able to hone her skills to provide
new and riveting marketing strategies for TAC programing. During her two years as an intern Beyonka assisted
in the development of Afiya Talks, a radio show that provides a culturally affirming space for Black women to share
their stories. In August 2016 Beyonka transitioned into a
full-time staff member as the State Organizer, where she
coordinates all aspects of outreach, including policy, advocacy, and events. She has also worked Higher Education Servicing Center
aiding students with the college process. Beyonka’s background in customer
service, mentoring and event planning coupled with her Public Relations degree from University of Texas at Arlington provides the perfect foundation for
organizing.
Schell Carpenter, The Lilith Fund
Schell Carpenter is a reproductive justice and LGBT
activist, past president and current board member of
the Lilith Fund for Reproductive Equity, occasional writer, and 20-year tech industry veteran. She is currently
working in engineering management at Amazon, and is
a lesbian, trans woman, and non-gestational mother of
two. Her hobbies include trying to remember not to take
up so much space and then talking too much anyway,
refusing to act her age, and misandry.
Ashley Diamond, Civil Rights Activist
Ashley Diamond is a transgender civil rights activist
and aspiring musician who vaulted into the national
consciousness when she successfully brought a claim
against the Georgia Department of Corrections. Her
work has changed the Georgia prison system’s laws
on hormones for transgender inmates and has forced
prison officials to undergo sensitivity training.
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map of the law school

Special Thanks to:
American Constitution Society for Law and Policy
William Wayne Justice Center for Public Interest Law
National Women’s Law Center
American Civil Liberties Union of Texas
Bernard and Audre Rapoport Center for Human Rights and Justice
Center for Asian American Studies at University of Texas at Austin
Center for Mexican American Studies at University of Texas at Austin
Center for Women in Law
Grassroots Leadership
Law Office of Paul Quinzi, PLLC
National Lawyers Guild
OUTLaw at University of Texas School of Law
Student Affairs Office at University of Texas School of Law
Student Bar Association at the University of Texas School of Law
Texas Hispanic Journal of Law and Policy
Texas Journal on Civil Liberties & Civil rights
Women’s Law Caucus at Universtiy of Texas School of Law
University Co-op
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